Jaff#{233} reaction
BM Wako
Monarch (A)
Monarch (B)
Cephalothin +l3lL'  +22O  +28  -14  -14  Cefazolin  +42  +87  +23  +45  <10  -10  -10  Cephalexin  +48  +54  +71  +32  <10  <10  -10  Cefaclor  +160  +156  +136  +5l6  -34  -22  -15  Cephradine  +73  +52  +60  +38  -16  -10  -12  Cefuroxime  <10  <10  <10  <10  -11  -11  -10  Cefoxitin   +262b   +673b   +l45b  <10  <10  <10  Cefamandole  <10  <10  <10  <10  - Estimation of the analytical, intra-individual, and interindividual components of variation is important in determining the analytical goals required to facilitate optimal patient care, the usefulness of conventional populationbased reference ranges, and the magnitude of changes in serial results before significance can be claimed (1) .
We studied 15 apparently healthy persons (five men, 10 Women), ages 25-40 years. No woman was pregnant or using oral contraceptives.
Blood samples were collected between 0800 and 0930 h once a week within a four-week period. We collected samples, avoiding venous stasis, into Vacutainer Trace Element Tubes (Becton Dickinson, Oxford, U.K.). The blood was left to clot at room temperature for 1 h before centrifugation to separate the serum, which was stored at -20 #{176}C in polypropylene tubes until analysis. All the samples were analyzed in duplicate for Zn, Cu, and Mg in an atomic absorption spectrophotometer (Model 360; Perkin-Elmer Corp., Norwalk, CT) by the same analyst, using a previously described method (2). Samples from the same individual were analyzed in the same batch. The controls and calibrators were all from the same lot.
Using analysis of variance technics, we divided the total variance into the components attributable to analytical (VA), intra-individual (V1), and interindividual (V0) variance (Table 1) . We also calculated the associated coefficients of variation (CVA, CV1, and CVG, respectively).
For all three elements, the means for men and women were not different (Student's unpaired t-test), and the analytical goals for imprecision (CVA #{189}CV1)were achieved (3) .
Indices of individuality (CVI/CVG) were <1.4 for each of the three elements, indicating that an individual's results as reference values are more useful than are populationbased data (4).
_______
The critical difference (d = 2.77 VVA + V1) required for significance between two serial results (P <0.05) is also shown in Table 1 . These data show that relatively little difference between the results from sequential specimens will be required for them to be significantly different.
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( In conclusion, we recommend storage at -20 #{176}C for saliva samples to be used for measuring free and bound sialic acid concentrations in clinical practice.
